
 

HUMAN REALTIONS COMMISSION 

 

MINUTES 

April 27, 2021 

7:00 p.m. 

Remote 

Approved:  May 25, 2021 

Call to Order 

 

Parks & Recreation Director Kim Lyddane called the meeting to order at 7:02 p.m. 

 

Roll Call 

 

Members present: Miriam Cummins, Leslie Chartier, Greg Soriano, Robyn Davis, Juan Meave, 

and Stephanie Newton  

 

Members absent: Derrick Samuels (unexcused) 

 

Election of Officers 7:04 p.m. 

 

Chair 

Nomination: Commissioner Stephanie Newton nominated herself for the position of chair. There 

being no other nominations, Newton was elected to the position of chair by acclamation.  

 

Vice-Chair 

Nomination: Commissioner Juan Meave nominated Commissioner Miriam Cummins for the position 

of vice-chair. There being no other nominations, Cummins was elected to the position of vice-chair by 

acclamation. 

 

Business from the Public 7:09 p.m. 

 

Andrew Nousen, from HP’s diversity task force, spoke. Vonnie Lincoln, introduced herself. 

 

Approval of August 25, 2020, Minutes 7:15 p.m. 

 

Motion: Chair Stephanie Newton moved to approve the August 25, 2020, meeting minutes. Vice-

Chair Miriam Cummins seconded the motion, which passed 6-0. 

 

Review AMC 2.25 Language Recommended by the Work Group for City Council 7:18 p.m. 

 

The commission made the following, unanimous comments about changes to the AMC 2.25 

language: 

 

• The commission opposed striking the word “language” from 2.25.000 (2). 

• The commission supported striking “etc. especially” and adding “including” from 2.25.000 (6). 

• The commission supported replacing the word “shall” with “will” throughout the document. 

• The commission supported including the recommending of expenditures in 2.25.040. 
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• The commission opposed removing the word “communities” after “marginalized and 

underrepresented people and…” in 2.25.040. 

 

Newton and Meave spoke about the importance of attending HRC meetings. 

 

HRC Event Debriefs and Upcoming Events from HRC Calendar 7:45 p.m. 

 

Meave spoke about the recent bias crime against a young member of the Albany community and 

about the subsequent rally against hate. Cummins noted that the rally was translated into Spanish. 

 

Highlights From this Meeting for 2021 Annual Report Preparation 7:51 p.m. 

 

The commission agreed that the highlights from the meeting would be the reconvening of the 

commission, the agreement on the proposed AMC language changes, the rally against hate, and the 

election of chair and vice-chair.  

 

Business from the Commission 7:52 p.m. 

 

Newton shared a conversation between Meave, Police Chief Marcia Harnden, and herself concerning 

increasing safety at the skatepark. May 14, 2021, was set as a date for an event at the skatepark. 

Newton shared an opportunity to have a mural donated at the skatepark. 

 

Commissioners shared ideas for commission action items: 

• A pop-up booth at the farmer’s market. (Newton) 

• A bridge-to-bridge unity walk with law enforcement, firefighters, GAPS, and other community 

members and organizations. (Soriano) 

• Conducting interviews and recording conversations with Albany residents. (Meave) 

• Sponsoring an international festival. (Cummins) 

 

Newton suggested that commissioners do some planning and work on their proposed action items to 

bring back at the next meeting and reminded commissioners about quorum rules. 

 

Lyddane said that she will reach out to commissioners with resources and connections for the 

proposed action items. 

 

Davis, Newton, and Lyddane spoke about potential events for Pride month. 

 

The commission established a regular meeting time of the fourth Tuesday of the month at 7:00 p.m. 

 

Staff Updates 8:30 p.m. 

 

Lyddane said that the Human Relations Commission needs to schedule its two annual meetings with 

the Hispanic Advisory Committee. Newton said she would do so. 

 

Next Meeting Date 

 

The next regularly scheduled meeting is on Tuesday, May 25, 2021. 
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Adjournment  

 

Hearing no further business, Chair Newton adjourned the meeting at 8:32 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted,     Reviewed by, 

 

 

 

Gabriel Shepherd     Kim Lyddane 

Recorder      Parks & Recreation Director 

 

 
*Documents discussed at the meeting that are not in the agenda packet are archived in the record. The 

documents are available by emailing cityclerk@cityofalbany.net. 

 


