
 

HUMAN RELATIONS COMMISSION 

 

MINUTES 

July 27, 2021 

7:00 p.m. 

Remote 

Approved:  August 24, 2021 

Call to Order 

 

Chair Stephanie Newton called the meeting to order at 7:05 p.m. 

 

Roll Call 

 

Members present: Leslie Chartier, Greg Soriano, Robyn Davis, and Stephanie Newton 

 

Members absent: Miriam Cummins (unexcused) 

 

Business from the Public 7:06 p.m. 

 

None. 

 

Approval of June 22, 2021, Minutes 7:06 p.m. 

 

Motion: Commissioner Leslie Chartier moved to approve the June 22, 2021, minutes as presented. 

Commissioner Robyn Davis seconded the motion which passed 4-0. 

 

HRC proposed project updates 7:07 p.m. 

 

Newton: Community Education 

Newton said the organizers of the Albany Farmers’ Market are not able to provide the commission 

with a free table every week, though the commission is welcome to set up a table outside of the 

market area. Although, a free table would be available when the commission is promoting an event.  

Newton, Chartier, and Davis said they would meet before the proposed start date of August 7, 2021, 

to discuss topics and develop information. Davis said she would be available to volunteer at the table 

on August 7, 2021. 

 

Parks & Recreation Director Kim Lyddane will check on the ability to use the courtyard in front of city 

hall. 

 

Soriano: Community Walk 

Commissioner Greg Soriano said there has not been progress made on the community walk project. 

Soriano, Newton, and Davis said they would arrange a time to meet and discuss the project. 

 

Cummins: Multicultural Festival 

Commissioner Miriam Cummins was not present at the meeting. 
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Meave: Individual/Business Interviews 

Former Commissioner Juan Meave has moved out of Albany and resigned his position on the 

commission. His project has been put on hold for the time being. 

 

Davis: Promoting Voter Rights and Participation 

Davis, Newton, and Chartier discussed the scope of the project. Davis suggested partnering with the 

National Association for the Advancement of Colored People (NAACP) on registering voters. 

 

Human Relations Award 7:17 p.m. 

 

Commissioners noted that they had read the *nominating materials provided by staff. There was 

discussion about the award nominees. Lyddane directed commissioners to email votes to staff.by the 

voting deadline, August 6, 2021. 

 

Lyddane said she would resend the *organization nominating material since one of the nominations 

was cut short due to a technological error. 

 

HRC Event Debriefs and Upcoming Events from HRC Calendar 7:20 p.m. 

 

Chartier, Davis, and Newton attended the Pride event and Davis spoke about the recent River 

Rhythms concert and congratulated the Parks & Recreation Department.  

 

Newton plans to advertise the dates the commission will be at the Albany Farmers’ Market.  

 

Newton said she is facilitating an event with Oregon State Treasurer Tobias Reed about a disability 

savings account for those who cannot work. The event will be recorded and could be shared to the 

city’s website. 

 

Highlights From this Meeting for 2021 Annual Report Preparation 7:24 p.m. 

 

Newton will include the commission’s attendance at the Pride event and their work on upcoming 

projects. 

 

Business from the Commission 7:24 p.m. 

 

Newton said Councilor Stacey Bartholomew contacted her about a Deschutes County program called 

“County College” where they educate citizens about government functions. Newton suggested that 

this could be a program for Davis to investigate for her project. Mayor Alex Johnson II will be sending 

her information about a citizen’s award program that he may wish to implement in Albany. 

 

Staff Updates 7:26 p.m. 

 

Lyddane said the OCWCOG approved the Bias Response Initiative. The commission recommends 

requesting City Council support. Lyddane said more details will likely be coming in August.  

 

Lyddane said that the new camera at the skatepark is not yet operational due to supply shortages. 

Police officers have “skate for respect” stickers to hand out. 
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Next Meeting Date 

 

The next regularly scheduled meeting is on Tuesday, August 24, 2021. 

 

Adjournment  

 

Hearing no further business, Chair Newton adjourned the meeting at 7:31 p.m. 

 

Respectfully submitted,     Reviewed by, 

 

Signature on file Signature on file 

 

Gabriel Shepherd     Kim Lyddane 

Recorder      Parks & Recreation Director 

 

 
*Documents discussed at the meeting that are not in the agenda packet are archived in the record. The documents 

are available by emailing cityclerk@cityofalbany.net. 

 


