
 
CITY OF ALBANY 

LANDMARKS COMMISSION 
 

MINUTES 
Wednesday, January 6, 2021 

Remote 
Approved: February 3, 2021 

 
CALL TO ORDER  
 
Chair Kerry McQuillin called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.  
 
PLEDGE OF ALLEGANCE 6:00 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Commissioners Present: Kerry McQuillin, Cathy LeSuer, Chad Robinson, Bill Ryals, Jolene Thomson, 

and Claudia Dean 
 
Commissioners Absent: Keith Kolkow 
 
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 6:02 p.m. 
 

MOTION: Commissioner Bill Ryals moved to approve the December 2, 2020, minutes as 
presented. Commissioner Chad Robinson seconded the motion, which passed 6-0.  

 
BUSINESS FROM THE PUBLIC  6:03 p.m. 

 
Camron Settlemier testified that he asked on December 30 for the staff report for this 
evening and did not receive it until the afternoon of January 5. Settlemier asked that City 
staff be more responsive to requests for staff reports.  

 
PUBLIC HEARING HI-25-20, 821 MAPLE STREET SW 6:04p.m. 
 

Chair Kerry McQuillin opened the public hearing 6:04 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Declarations 6:05 p.m. 
No commissioner declared a conflict of interest or ex parte contact. Commissioners 
Robinson and Cathy LeSuer reported site visits. Both commissioners said they drove by 
the location. No member present wished to abstain. No person present challenged the 
disclosures.  
 
Staff Report 6:06 p.m. 
Planner II Tony Mills read the procedure for the meeting and delivered the staff report 
PowerPoint (see agenda file).  
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Questions from the Commission 6:14 p.m. 
None. 
 
Testimony from the Applicant  6:14 p.m. 
Sarah Whiteside identified herself as the property owner. Whiteside and Peter Greenberg 
spoke briefly in favor of the project. 
 
Responding to a question from Commissioner Claudia Dean, Greenberg said the 
installation would be fairly simple to remove if necessary. 
 
Testimony in Favor 6:19 p.m. 
None. 
 
Testimony Against 6:19 p.m. 
None. 
 
Neutral Testimony 6:19 p.m. 
None. 
 
Applicant Rebuttal 6:19 p.m. 
None. 
 
Staff Response 6:20 p.m. 
None. 
 
Procedural Questions 6:20 p.m. 
None. 
 
Chair Kerry McQuillin closed the public hearing 6:20 p.m. 
 
Discussion 6:20 p.m. 
 
LeSuer said she does not think there will be any issue with this project being visually 
unattractive since it likely will not be visible from the street. 
 
Commissioner Jolene Thomson said she appreciated the application and called it very 
thorough. 
 
Robinson said this will be a non-obtrusive installation and will not be visible from the 
street. Robinson also said this house has improved drastically over the last few years.  
 
Motion 6:23 p.m. 
Commissioner Robinson moved to approve the application as proposed. Commissioner 
Thomson seconded the motion which passed 6-0. 
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PUBLIC HEARING HI-26-20, 1140 CALAPOOIA STREET SW 6:24 p.m. 
 

Chair Kerry McQuillin opened the public hearing 6:24 p.m. 
 
Commissioner Declarations 6:24 p.m. 
No commissioner declared a conflict of interest or ex parte contact. Commissioners LeSuer, 
Thomson, and Robinson reported site visits. Robinson and LeSuer said they drove by the 
house. Thomson said she lives near the house and goes past it nearly every day. No 
member present wished to abstain. 
 
Staff Report 6:26 p.m. 
Mills read the procedure for the meeting and delivered the staff report PowerPoint (see 
agenda file).  
 
Questions from the Commission 6:34 p.m. 
None. 
 
Testimony from the Applicant  6:34 p.m. 
Mike and Debbie Burner identified themselves as the owners and gave testimony of the 
changes. Mike Burner said they hope to move their laundry facilities up from the basement 
for ease as they age. 
 
Responding to a question from Ryals, Mike Burner detailed how the addition will be 
supported.  
 
Responding to a question from LeSuer, Mike Burner said the addition will be 10 feet from 
the sidewalk. 
 
Testimony in Favor 6:39 p.m. 
None. 
 
Testimony Against 6:39 p.m. 
None. 
 
Neutral Testimony 6:39 p.m. 
None. 
 
Applicant Rebuttal 6:40 p.m. 
None. 
 
Staff Response 6:40 p.m. 
None. 
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Procedural Questions 6:41 p.m. 
None. 
 
Chair Kerry McQuillin closed the public hearing 6:41 p.m. 
 
Discussion 6:41 p.m. 
None. 
 
Motion 6:42 p.m. 
Commissioner Robinson moved to approve the application as proposed, not including any 
condition of approval. The motion died for lack of second. 
 
Commissioner Ryals moved to approve the application with the conditions of approval as 
outlined by staff. Commissioner Thomson seconded the motion which passed 6-0. 
 

BUSINESS FROM THE COMMISSION  6:45 p.m. 
 

Mills, responding to a question from LeSuer, said that, due to extenuating circumstances, 
staff had not yet received input from the City Attorney concerning the Facebook 
Advertisement that was mentioned at the December 2020 commission meeting. Mills said 
he hopes to get that input soon. 
 
Chair Kerry McQuillin expressed frustration with the compliance cases the commission has 
seen. McQuillin said she would like to have staff look into the commission sending a letter 
to every property owner in the city’s historic districts.  
 
Ryals, Dean, and McQuillin discussed the viability of attaching some information about 
historic home ownership to deeds or titles. 
 
Mills explained the difference between national historic districts and a state historic 
resources overlay. He also said mailers have been sent to owners of historic resources in 
the past and that he would talk to the State Historic Preservation Offices (SHPO) about 
how to process such a letter.  
 
Mills spoke about the limitations of staff time and staff’s current list of priorities. He also 
spoke about the processes for article seven amendments and historic inventory. 
 
McQuillin said she would call title companies and the Linn County Assessor’s office to 
inquire about including historic preservation documents in titles and deeds. McQuillin and 
Dean said that they would work on a letter to go out to current property owners. 

 
NEXT MEETING DATE: Wednesday, February 3, 2021 
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ADJOURNMENT   
Hearing no further business, the meeting was adjourned at 7:10 p.m. 

Respectfully submitted, Reviewed by, 

Gabriel Shepherd Tony Mills 
Recorder Planner II 

           signature on file            signature on file
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