
 

 
  

Tuesday, July 27, 2021  

At 5:15 p.m.  

This meeting includes in-person and virtual participation.   

Albany Public Library  

2450 14th Avenue SE or Click here to join the meeting  or 

+1 971-319-5185   United States, Portland (Toll) Conference ID: 742 295 372#   

1. Call to order       

  

2. Roll call  

  

3. Business from the public  

  

The staff contact for business from the public is: sheena.dickerman@cityofalbany.net.   

  

4. Approval of June 22, 2021, minutes      

  

5. Scheduled Business  

a. New Library Board Member-Robin Steele  

b. Policy Review-Policy 15.1-Materials Selection  

  

6. Business from the commission  

  

7. Staff updates  

• Director- Eric Ikenouye  

• Librarian II- Lynn Kauffman  

  

8. Next meeting date:  Tuesday, August 24, 2021  

  

9. Adjournment  

  

This meeting is accessible to the public via phone and video connection The location for in-person attendance is 

accessible to the disabled. If you have a disability that requires accommodation, please notify city staff at least 24-hours 

in advance of the meeting at: sheena.dickerman@cityofalbany.net or 541-9177590.   

cityofalbany.net 

 

  

PUBLIC LIBRARY BOARD   

AGENDA 
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5:15 p.m. Remote  

Approved:  DRAFT  

Call to Order  

  

Vice-Chair Bob Brown called the meeting to order at 5:26 p.m.   

  

Roll Call  

  

Members present:   

  

Bob Brown, Amanda Blaisdell Barbara Coffman, Amy Roberts, Ilynn Winn, 

and Jo Ann Yonemura   

Members absent:  

  

Steve Borst  

Staff present:  Amanda Bressler, Assistant Library Director; Eric Ikenouye, Library  

Director; and Sheena Dickerman, Administrative Services Coordinator.   

  

 Approval of May 25, 2021, Minutes  5:27 p.m.  

  

Motion: Board Member Ilynn Winn moved to approve minutes as presented. Board Member Amy Roberts seconded 

the motion and it passed 6-0.  

  

  

 Scheduled Business   5:28 p.m.  

Policy 10.1 Library Hours- Library Director Eric Ikenouye announced that the library would have new hours due to 

a ten percent reduction in library staff. Board members expressed concerns. He said the change in hours would 

start mid-July or August. The updated Policy 10.1 with the new hours was provided to the members*.   

  

Board Member Barbara Coffman moved to approve the policy changes. Winn seconded the motion and it passed 

6-0.   

  

 Staff Updates  5:58 p.m.  

  

Ikenouye announced that with the state of Oregon’s change in mask requirements, library services have 

reopened to limited hours without a need to make an appointment. This Saturday will be the last Albany 

Farmer’s Market pick up.   

  

Board Member Jo Ann Yonemura announced that this was her last meeting. She will volunteer to help with 

fundraising.   

  

Next Meeting Date  

  

The next regularly scheduled meeting is on Tuesday, July 27, 2021.  
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Public Library Board   
  

MINUTES   

June 22 , 2021   



 

June 22, 2021  

  

 Adjournment    

  

Hearing no further business, Vice-Chair Brown adjourned the meeting at 6:10 p.m.  

  

 Respectfully submitted,         Reviewed by,  

  

  

  

 Sheena Dickerman          Eric Ikenouye  

 Administrative Services Coordinator      Library Director  

  

  
*Documents discussed at the meeting that are not in the agenda packet are archived in the record. The documents are available by 

emailing cityclerk@cityofalbany.net  
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ALBANY PUBLIC LIBRARY  

  

  

POLICY NO.  15.1  

SUBJECT:  MATERIALS SELECTION  REVISION DATE:  03/29/11  

  
  

  

Definition  

  

Selection is considered a judgmental and interpretive process, involving a general knowledge of the subject 

and its important literature; a familiarity with the materials in the collection; an awareness of bibliographies 

of the subject; and recognition of the needs of the community.  Along with a critical examination of the 

current production, continual consideration is given to book reviews, authoritative discussions of the 

literature of the subject, pertinent bibliographical publications, publisher's advertising media, and requests 

of Library patrons.  

  

Philosophy  

  

The Albany Public Library, as a public services institution, exists to provide materials that communicate 

experience and ideas from one person to another.  Its function is to assemble, organize, preserve, and make 

easily and freely available to all persons who come within the confines of its jurisdiction, the printed and 

nonprinted materials that will assist them to:  

  

Educate themselves continually.  

Keep pace with progress in the fields of knowledge.  

Become better citizens of home, community, and country.  

Discharge political and social obligations.  

Be more capable in their daily occupations.  

Encourage the awareness of their local heritage.  

Appreciate and enjoy the works of art and literature.  

Use leisure time to promote personal and social well being.  

Contribute to the growth of knowledge.  

Develop their creative and spiritual capacities.  

Become aware of the variety of perspectives and views of all subjects and interests.  

  

Inasmuch as financial limitations generally prevent equal emphasis on all aspects of these objectives, the 

Library recognizes that a major concern must be a positive contribution toward the removal of ignorance, 

intolerance, and indifference.  

  

One of the essential purposes of the Library is to provide a resource where the free individual can examine 

many points of view and make his/her own decisions.  Within the framework of the Library Bill of Rights 

and the Freedom to Read Statement (included herewith) adopted by the American Library Association, the 

Library provides materials representing all aspects of life.  The Library is aware that what appeals to one 

patron may be offensive to another but that materials placed in the Library must be for all and each must be 

his/her own judge of the item's acceptability.  

  

Library materials will not be marked or identified to show approval or disapproval; and items will not be 

sequestered, except for the express purpose of protecting them from damage or theft.  

  

Responsibility for children's choice of reading rests with their parents or legal guardians.  Therefore, book 

selection will not be affected by the possibility that books may inadvertently come into the possession of 

children.  
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The Library, being aware of some other libraries in the community, shall not needlessly duplicate functions 

and materials.  

The Library does not attempt to acquire textbooks or other related materials except as such materials also 

serve the general public.  

  

Because the Library serves a public embracing a wide range of ages, educational backgrounds, and reading 

skills, it will always seek to select materials of varying complexity.  

  

In selecting books for the collection, the Library will pay due regard to the special commercial, industrial, 

and civic enterprises of the community.  

  

Responsibility  

  

The legal responsibility for the selection of materials resides with the Albany Public Library Advisory 

Board.  For administrative purposes, the Board delegates the authority for selection to the Library Director.  

  

Criteria  

  

Material acquired is to meet high standards of quality in content, expression, significance of subject, 

sincerity, responsibility of opinions, and appropriate form are factors to be considered.  

  

Materials will not be excluded because of the race, nationality, political, or religious views of the writer.  

  

Controversy  

  

The Library, as one of its unique reasons for existence, is to provide the means to study the several sides of 

issues, by obtaining materials containing opposing views on controversial topics including those of an 

unorthodox and/or unpopular nature.  This standard does not necessarily imply numerical balance.  

  

Books relating to countries, races, nationalities, and religious groups are carefully selected; and those that 

reflect any seriously discriminatory attitudes are not purchased.  Books that are recognized as classics and 

are of considerable literary merit are retained even though they may contain words or phrases unacceptable 

to some.  

  

Current books that are well written and portray authentically a period or incident or way of life meaningfully 

are accepted despite use of unaccepted terms, provided the total impact of the book meets the standards 

maintained in the collection.  Reactions of distaste, discomfort, or offensiveness are not in themselves to be 

considered valid reasons for exclusion.  

  

Freedom of speech and freedom of press, with certain exceptions defined by law, are a part of our national 

heritage and are accepted and defended by our courts.  As an agency supported largely by municipal funds, 

the Albany Public Library must heed these recognized principles.  

  

The Albany Public Library serves many and varied groups of people.  It cannot, to satisfy the interests, 

tastes, and beliefs of one group, sacrifice the interests of others.  

  

Consideration will be given to requests that specific titles be added or deleted.  (See also paragraph on  

COMPLAINTS.)  

  

Oregon Laws  
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Oregon laws, statutes, regulations, etc., and/or replacement parts enacted and adopted by the regular session 

of the general assemblies, will be included in the Library collection.  

  

Civil Services Rules and Regulations adopted by the Albany City Council will govern employees of the 

Library.  

A copy of City of Albany ordinances will be held in the Library.  These are updated annually with 

ordinances of preceding year and current at the end of each fiscal year.  Copies of repealed portions are kept 

at City Hall.  

  

Discarding  

  

With the exception of the "Old Oregon" collection, the Library's collection is considered impermanent and 

transitory; materials will be discarded regularly by the librarian when such materials no longer meet the 

requirements and selection standards of the Library.  Torn, worn, dirty, unattractive, outdated, and 

outmoded materials are subject to immediate updating or discard.  

  

Guides  

  

Selection tools include mass communication media such as magazines, newspapers, television, as well as 

professional guides listed by the American Library Association and other professional and commercial 

organizations.  These tools are subjected to the same selection criteria as the Library's public collection and 

may be added to or deleted at any time.  

  

Complaints  

  

Patrons finding objectionable material in the Library's collection of materials are requested to engage staff 

in dialogue to state their objections in writing on a form that will be provided by the Library.  

  

After the form is filled out and returned to the librarian, the complaint and the material in question will be 

brought before the Library Board at its next regular meeting for consideration; a reply will be made to the 

patron in writing by the Board within 30 days of that meeting.  Material objected to will remain in the active 

collection unless decided otherwise by the Library Board.   



 

  MATERIALS SELECTION POLICY  

  

Selection Tools  

  

Book selection guides in current use:  

  

  Amazon.com  

  

  Booklist  

  

  Bookstore visits and browsing  

  

  College reading lists, class reading lists, professor recommendations  

  

  Community professionals (nurses, childcare providers, CSD and other child welfare agents)  

  

  Foreword  

  

  Library Journal  

  

  Publisher's Weekly  

  

  KLIATT  

  

  School Library Journal  

  

  Sunday Oregonian  

  

  Teacher/student feedback and needs  

  

  Television mentions, tie-ins  

  

  Various magazines, online sources, and publishers' catalogs  
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  MATERIALS SELECTION POLICY  

  

  

  

  LIBRARY BILL OF RIGHTS  

  

The Council of the American Library Association reaffirms its belief in the following basic policies which 

should govern the services of all libraries.  

  

1. As a responsibility of library service, books and other library materials selected should be chosen for 

values of interest, information and enlightenment of all the people of the community.  In no case should 

library materials be excluded because of the race or nationality or the social, political, or religious views 

of the authors.  

  

2. Libraries should provide books and other materials presenting all points of view concerning the 

problems and issues of our times; no library materials should be proscribed or removed from libraries 

because of partisan or doctrinal disapproval.  

  

3. Censorship should be challenged by libraries in the maintenance of their responsibility to provide 

information and enlightenment.  

  

4. Libraries should cooperate with all persons and groups concerned with resisting abridgment of free 

expression and free access to ideas.  

  

5. The rights of an individual to the use of a library should not be denied or abridged because of his age, 

race, religion, national origins or social or political views.  

  

6. As an institution of education for democratic living, the library should welcome the use of its meeting 

rooms for socially useful and cultural activities and discussion of current public questions. Such meeting 

places should be available on equal terms to all groups in the community regardless of the beliefs and 

affiliations of their members, provided that the meetings are open to the public.  

  

  

Adopted June 18, 1948 Amended 

February 2, 1961  and June 27, 1967 

by the ALA Council  
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FREEDOM TO READ STATEMENT  

  

    

  Adopted by the American Library Association Council June 25, 1953  

  

  

The freedom to read is essential to our democracy.  It is under attack.  Private groups and public authorities in 

various parts of the country are working to remove books from sale, to censor textbooks, to label "controversial" 

books, to distribute lists of "objectionable" books or authors, and to purge libraries.  These actions apparently 

rise from a view that our national tradition of free expression is no longer valid; that censorship and suppression 

are needed to avoid the subversion of politics and the corruption of morals.  We, as citizens devoted to the use 

of books and as librarians and publishers responsible for disseminating them, wish to assert the public interest 

in the preservation of the freedom to read.  

  

We are deeply concerned about these attempts at suppression.  Most such attempts rest on a denial of the 

fundamental premise of democracy; that the ordinary citizen, by exercising his critical judgment, will accept 

the good and reject the bad.  The censors, public and private, assume that they should determine what is good 

and what is bad for their fellow citizens.  

  

We trust Americans to recognize propaganda, and to reject it.  We do not believe they need the help of censors 

to assist them in this task.  We do not believe they are prepared to sacrifice their heritage of a free press in order 

to be "protected" against what others think may be bad for them.  We believe they still favor free enterprise in 

ideas and expression.  

  

We are aware, of course, that books are not alone in being subjected to efforts at suppression.  We are aware 

that these efforts are related to a larger pattern of pressures being brought against education, the press, films, 

radio and television.  The problem is not only one of actual censorship.  The shadow of fear cast by these 

pressures leads, to an even larger voluntary curtailment of expression by those who seek to avoid controversy.  

  

Such pressure toward conformity is perhaps natural to a time of uneasy change and pervading fear.  Especially 

when so many of our apprehensions are directed against an ideology, the expression of a dissident idea becomes 

a thing feared in itself, and we tend to move against it as against a hostile deed, with suppression.  

  

And yet suppression is never more dangerous than in such a time of social tension.  Freedom has given the 

United States the elasticity to endure strain.  Freedom keeps open the path of novel and creative solutions, and 

enables change to come by choice.  Every silencing of a heresy, every enforcement of orthodoxy, diminishes 

the toughness and resilience of our society and leaves it less able to deal with stress.  

  

Now as always in our history, books are among our greatest instruments of freedom.  They are almost the only 

means for making generally available ideas or manners of expression that can initially command only a small 

audience.  They are the natural medium for the new ideas and untried voice from which comes the original 

contributions to social growth.  They are essential to the extended discussion which serious thought requires, 

and to the accumulation of knowledge and ideas into organized collections.  

  

We believe that free communication is essential to the preservation of a free society and a creative culture.  We 

believe that these pressures towards conformity present the danger of limiting the range and variety of inquiry 

and expression on which our democracy and our culture depend.  We believe that every American community 

must jealously guard the freedom to publish and to circulate, in order to preserve its own freedom to read.  We 

believe that publishers and librarians have a profound responsibility to give validity to that freedom to read by 

making it possible for the readers to choose freely from a variety of offerings.  

  



 

The freedom to read is guaranteed by the Constitution.  Those with faith in free men will stand firm on these 

constitutional guarantees of essential rights and will exercise the responsibilities that accompany these rights. 

We therefore affirm these propositions:  
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1. It is in the public interest for publishers and librarians to make available the widest diversity of views and 

expressions, including those which are unorthodox or unpopular with the majority.  

  

  Creative thought is by definition new, and what is new is different.  The bearer of every new thought is a rebel 

until his idea is refined and tested.  Totalitarian systems attempt to maintain themselves in power by the 

ruthless suppression of any concept which challenges the established orthodoxy.  The power of a 

democratic system to adapt to change is vastly strengthened by the freedom of its citizens to choose 

widely from among conflicting opinions offered freely to them.  To stifle every nonconformist idea at 

birth would mark the end of the democratic process.  Furthermore, only through the constant activity 

of weighing and selecting can the democratic mind attain the strength demanded by times like these.  

We need to know not only what we believe but why we believe it.  

  

2. Publishers, librarians, and booksellers, do not need to endorse every idea or presentation contained in the 

books they make available.  It would conflict with the public interest for them to establish their own 

political, moral or aesthetic views as a standard for determining what books should be published or 

circulated.  

  

  Publishers and librarians serve the educational process by helping to make available knowledge and ideas 

required for the growth of the mind and the increase of learning.  They do not foster education by 

imposing as mentors the patterns of their own thought.  The people should have the freedom to read 

and consider a broader range of ideas than those that may be held by any single librarian or publisher 

or government or church.  It is wrong that what one can read should be confined to what another thinks 

proper.  

  

3. It is contrary to the public interest for publishers or librarians to determine the acceptability of a book 

solely on the basis of the personal history or political affiliations of the author.  

  

  A book should be judged as a book.  No art or literature can flourish if it is to be measured by the political 

views or private lives of its creators.  No society of free people can flourish which draws up lists of 

writers to whom it will not listen, whatever they may have to say.  

  

4. The present laws dealing with obscenity should be vigorously enforced.  Beyond that, there is no place in 

our society for extralegal efforts to coerce the taste of others, to confine adults to the reading matter deemed 

suitable for adolescents, or to inhibit the efforts of writers to achieve artistic expression.  

  

  To some, much of modern literature is shocking.  But is not much of life itself shocking?  We cut off literature 

at the source if we prevent serious writers from dealing with the stuff of life.  Parents and teachers have 

a responsibility to prepare the young to meet the diversity of experiences in life to which they will be 

exposed, as they have a responsibility to help them learn to think critically for themselves. These are 

affirmative responsibilities, not to be discharged simply by preventing them from reading works for 

which they are not yet prepared.  In these matters taste differs, and taste cannot be legislated; nor can 

machinery be devised which will suit the demands of one group without limiting the freedom of others.    

  

5. It is not in the public interest to force a reader to accept with any book the prejudgment of a label 

characterizing the book or author as subversive or dangerous.  

  

  The idea of labeling presupposes the existence of individuals or groups with wisdom to determine by authority 

what is good or bad for the citizen.  It presupposes that individuals must be directed in making up their 

mind about the ideas they examine.  But Americans do not need others to do their thinking for them.  

  

6. It is the responsibility of publishers and librarians, as guardians of the people's freedom to read, to contest 

encroachments upon that freedom by individuals or groups seeking to impose their own standards or tastes 

upon the community at large.  
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 It is inevitable in the give and take of the democratic process that the political, the moral, or the aesthetic 

concepts of an individual or group will occasionally collide with those of another individual or group. 

In a free society individuals are free to determine for themselves what they wish to read, and each group 

is free to determine what it will recommend to its freely associated members.  But no group has the 

right to take the law into its own hands, and to impose its own concept of politics or morality upon 

other members of a democratic society.  Freedom is no freedom if it is accorded only to the accepted 

and the inoffensive.  

  

7. It is the responsibility of publishers and librarians to give full meaning to the freedom to read by providing 

books that enrich the quality and diversity of thought and expression.  By the exercise of this affirmative 

responsibility, people can demonstrate that the answer is a good one.  

  

  The freedom to read is of little consequence when expended on the trivial; it is frustrating when the reader 

cannot obtain matter fit for their purpose.  What is needed is not only the absence of restraint, but the 

positive provision of opportunity for the people to read the best that has been thought and said.  Books 

are the major channel by which the intellectual inheritance is handed down, and the principal means of 

its testing and growth.  The defense of their freedom and integrity, and the enlargement of their service 

to society, require of all the utmost of their faculties, and deserves of all citizens the fullest of their 

support.  

  

  We state these provisions neither lightly nor as easy generalizations.  We here stake out a lofty claim for the 

value of books.  We do so because we believe that they are good, possessed of enormous variety and 

usefulness, worthy of cherishing and keeping free.  We realize that the application of these propositions 

may mean the dissemination of ideas and manners of expression that are repugnant to many persons. 

We do not state these propositions in the comfortable belief that what people read is unimportant.  We 

believe rather than what people read is deeply important; that ideas can be dangerous; but that the 

suppression of ideas is fatal to a democratic society.  Freedom itself is a dangerous way of life, but it is 

ours.  


