
 
TRAFFIC SAFETY COMMISSION 

 

MINUTES 
Monday, June 7, 2021 

10:00 a.m. 
Virtual Meeting 

Approved:  July 12, 2021 

Call to Order 
 
Chair Ron Green called the meeting to order at 10:01 a.m. 
 
Members present:   Ron Green, Nolan Streitberger, Steph Nappa, Peter de Carteret. 
 
Members absent: Chuck Kratch. 
 
Staff present: Transportation Systems Analyst Ronald G. Irish, Contracting Assistant Shelley 

Shultz. 
 
Others present: None. 
 
Business from the Public 10:02 a.m. 

 
 

Approval of March 1, 2021, and April 27, 2021, Minutes 10:02 a.m. 
Steph Nappa moved to approve both the March 1, 2021, minutes and the April 27, 2021, joint 
commission minutes; passed unanimously. 
 

Scheduled Business 10:03 a.m. 
Baker Street – Sixth Avenue Stop Sign Change (corrected Baker Avenue to Baker Street and Sixth 
Street to Sixth Avenue) 
Ron Irish explained the history of stop sign changes in the area over the years. Construction of the new 
fire station has further affected the neighborhood, resulting in requests from neighbors to change the 
stop sign layout. He has spoken to with the fire chief about moving the signs on Baker Street and while 
he had no objections, he did suggest adding another sign at the fire station driveway approach, in 
addition to the Sixth Avenue approach. Nolan Streitberger made a motion to remove the stop signs on 
Baker Street and add stop signs to the fire station driveway approach and Sixth Avenue approach, as 
proposed by Fire Chief Shane Wooten. Steph Nappa seconded, and the motion passed unanimously. 
 
Transition to In-Person Meetings Discussion 
Ron Irish shared that the City policy on in-person meetings has changed as of this month. As of June 1, 
employees are encouraged to be in the office at least 50 percent of the time and no masks are required 
if they show proof of vaccination.  Starting July 1, committees who want to meet in person can do so; 
there is also the option of some sort of hybrid meetings.  The decision is left up to each commission.  
Ron Irish also corrected agenda to reflect that the next meeting is scheduled for July 12, 2021, due to 
the Independence Day holiday. Discussion ensued regarding the pros and cons of in-person versus 
virtual meetings. The consensus was to try a hybrid approach for the next meeting, having as many 
committee members as feel comfortable attend in person at City Hall, and anyone else can attend 
virtually via GoTo Meeting.  
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Business from the Commission 10:28 a.m. 

Ron Green expressed concern about speeding in Albany, and the danger that it poses to pedestrians 
and bikers, while other members concurred. Ron Irish suggested perhaps inviting the APD to a future 
meeting to share what they are doing in that area.  
 
Steph Nappa mentioned the “Open Streets” concept and wondered if city staff would be willing to look 
into this idea in an effort to slow speeding and improve safety. Irish said he was open to it and gave a 
couple of ideas for timing and implementation. If a longer program is involved, it would require Council 
involvement. Steph will put together some ideas for future discussion at next month’s meeting.  
 
Peter de Carteret has been approached by a community member about the area of Geary Street and 
14th Avenue. There is concern about drivers turning left from the Burger King exit on to Geary Street 
interfering with traffic turning left from the apartments across the street. One solution might be a center 
barrier to prevent left turns from either direction. Ron Irish said this sounds like a good item to discuss 
at the next meeting, citing other locations that have successfully used this type of movement restriction.  
 
Ron Irish gave an update on the Madison Street Intersection project. Council was in favor of the idea 
and asked staff to seek neighbor input. The intention is to send a letter to neighbors to gauge their 
interest and get a group of citizen volunteers for input. Funding issues were discussed as well. 
 
Steph Nappa asked when the Transportation System Plan (TSP) would be updated next; Irish said 
probably in the next 2-3 years, short of any changes in requirements at the federal level. 
 

Comments from the Public 10:58 a.m. 
None. 
 

Next Meeting Date 
 

The next regularly scheduled meeting is on Monday, July 12, 2021, at City Hall, with the option for guests 
to attend virtually. 
 
Adjournment  
 
Hearing no further business, Chair Green adjourned the meeting at 10:59 a.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,     Reviewed by, 
 
 
 
Shelley Shultz      Ronald G. Irish 
Contracting Assistant     Transportation System Analyst 
 
 

*Documents discussed at the meeting that are not in the agenda packet are archived in the record. The documents 
are available by emailing cityclerk@cityofalbany.net. 

 

           Signature on file            Signature on file
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