
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

 

MINUTES 
May 16, 2022 

12:00 p.m. 
Hybrid – Council Chambers 
Approved: June 20, 2022 

Call to Order 
Chair Blanca Ruckert called the meeting to order at 12:02 p.m. 

Roll Call and Introductions 
Members present: Blanca Ruckert, Robyn Davis, JoAnn Miller, Alex Johnson II, Josiah Blaisdell, 

Courtney Stubbs, Kenny Larson, and Steph Nappa 

Members absent: Melissa Murphy and Roosevelt Gray 

Minutes  12:03 p.m. 
Motion: Commissioner Alex Johnson II moved to approve the April 18, 2022, minutes as presented. 
Commissioner Josiah Blaisdell seconded the motion, which passed 8-0. 

2022 Allocations and Action Plan 12:04 p.m. 
Planner II Beth Freelander presented the agenda item and noted the City’s 2022 Community 
Development Block Grant (CDBG) allocation is less than anticipated at $339,200, which leaves $50,880 
for public services allocations. She shared a spreadsheet of staff suggestions for how to adjust the  
CDC’s initial 2022 CDBG allocations for public services grants.* Commissioners supported the suggested 
revisions.  

Freelander spoke of the non-public service applications. The reduced amount available leaves a gap in 
the amount available to fully fund the two requests, so she suggested the difference be taken from the 
DevNW request because they are anticipating program income of about $40,000 and are behind on 
2021 spending. Commissioner Johnson questioned how much money would be  allocated to DevNW 
to which Freelander said $115,480. Planner III Anne Catlin said that while DevNW still has unspent 2021 
funds, they could still receive 2022 CDBG funds. Catlin asked Freelander if DevNW had any new projects 
in the works to which Freelander said an environmental review being completed for one project so far.  

Vice-chair Davis questioned whether DevNW is actively soliciting clients or if it’s on a periodic basis. 
Catlin answered saying they usually have a waiting list without marketing, but they will  talk to DevNW 
about marketing to ensure a waiting list.  

Freelander talked about the $30,000 in carryover funds for the Small Business Grant program. Catlin 
explained it cannot be used for public services funds and suggested keeping the money for small 
businesses.   

Commissioner Blaisdell agreed with the numbers that were presented on the spreadsheet.  

Chair Ruckert questioned if the unallocated CARES Act funds would be included in the $50,800 that was 
received for public services. Freelander answered that it would not be included in the public services 
dollars.  

Freelander gave an overview of which organizations are still spending their CARES Act funds. Johnson 
questioned if there are reports organizations have had to provide to show the status of their projects 
and money being spent. Freelander and Catlin explained agencies have to turn in quarterly reports, 
which will be shared with the commission.  

Catlin asked the commission about where to allocate leftover CARES Act funds. Commissioner Kenny 
Larson answered saying it would make sense to give the funds to the YMCA. Johnson agreed with 
Larson. Blaisdell suggested giving the funds to Jackson Street Youth Shelter since it is a competitive 
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process. Freelander explained the CARES Act funds must be used to address COVID-19 impacts. 
Commissioner JoAnn Miller also suggested the funds go to Jackson Street Youth Shelter because they 
seemed to be impacted by COVID-19 or be allocated to the other organizations that scored higher on 
their applications. Catlin and Freelander stated they could reach out the agencies mentioned to see if 
they have any COVID-19 related impacts.  

Catlin spoke of the 2022 Action Plan and the CARES Act fund being allocated.   

Motion: Miller moved that the commission examine the opportunities to allocate the CARES Act funds 
available to organizations that have been recommended for funding as well as recommending the 
public services allocations presented be included in the 2022 Action Plan that will be presented to city 
council. Commissioner Alex Johnson II seconded the motion, which passed 8-0.  

Small Business Grant or Loan Program 12:30 p.m. 
Catlin met with the Oregon Cascades West Council of Governments (OCWCOG) staff for their thoughts 
on the small business program and how the commission could play a role. She said they suggest very 
few program parameters so they can learn more about what the needs are so they can figure out how 
to tailor a program to address needs.  They will keep the commission informed and consider how the 
commission can be involved, possibly providing input on how to rank applicants if there is competition.  

Johnson spoke of meeting with the Linn Benton Community College Small Business Development 
Center (SBDC) staff about entrepreneurial opportunities for individuals who have global e-commerce 
businesses and want to be located in Albany. Johnson suggested looking at opportunities for those 
individuals to have a shared office space to grow their business. Catlin noted that CDBG funds have 
been considered to help businesses pay rent at a maker-space. 

Ruckert asked if there was a deadline to disburse or take action on those funds to which Catlin said 
there is not currently a contract with OCWCOG. A deadline would be included in a contract with 
OCWCOG. 

Blaisdell spoke of working online and accepting terms of services that can make it challenging so 
creating a space to receive guidance could be beneficial.  

Davis and Blaisdell supported the idea of a maker’s space for individuals who are wanting a place to set 
up their workspace outside of their home.  

Catlin mentioned speaking to the City’s Economic Development staff about whether a maker’s space is 
on their radar.  

Davis spoke of being involved in a maker’s space previously and how having that type of space would 
create a lot of opportunity.  

2022 Program Year Schedule 12:41 p.m. 
Freelander spoke of upcoming CDC meetings and planning needs for the new five-year Consolidated 
Plan, the Fair Housing Plan, and Senate Bill 5561 funding.  Freelander will be developing a work plan to 
present at the June meeting. Catlin suggested a poll to determine availability to meet over the summer. 

Business from the Public 12:45 p.m. 
None. 

Business from the Commission 12:45 p.m. 
Commissioner Johnson mentioned scheduling a meeting with the SBDC and if any commissioners 
would like to attend that meeting.  

Commissioner Blaisdell talked about speaking with multiple individuals and organizations that deal with 
individuals with sex offenses and the housing situation they face. Blaisdell suggested adding whether 
organizations can serve level one, two, or three sex offenders, if only for educational purposes. Johnson 
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added saying if there is not action taken, there could be a classification of people who are permanently 
homeless because there are no programs for those who have sex offenses.  

Commissioner Courtney Stubbs ask there is a city that has implemented a plan for individuals with sex 
offenses to which Blaisdell answered saying there is a program in Eugene that provides services. Stubbs 
suggested taking examples from other cities to implement programs in Albany to which Johnson and 
Blaisdell agreed.  

Catlin mentioned the state having resource manuals and some funding for sex offenders but there is 
little housing available.  

Next Meeting Date 
The next regularly scheduled meeting is Monday, June 20, 2022. 

Adjournment  
Hearing no further business, Chair Ruckert adjourned the meeting at 12:53 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,     Reviewed by, 
 
 
Jessica Valentino     Beth Freelander 
Administrative Assistant I    Planner II 

 
*Documents discussed at the meeting that are not in the agenda packet are archived in the record. The documents are 
available by emailing cdaa@cityofalbany.net. 

           signature on file            signature on file
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