
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

 

MINUTES 
June 20, 2022 

12:00 p.m. 
Hybrid – Council Chambers 

Approved: July 18, 2022 
Call to Order 
Staff called the meeting to order at 12:07 p.m. 

Roll Call 
Members present: Robyn Davis (12:40 p.m.), Alex Johnson II, Josiah Blaisdell (12:18 p.m.), , 

Steph Nappa, Melissa Murphy, and Kenny Larson 

Members absent: Blanca Ruckert, JoAnn Miller, Courtney Stubbs, and Roosevelt Gray 

Public Comment on the 2022 Action Plan 12:07 p.m. 
Planner II Beth Freelander presented the agenda item and a PowerPoint* regarding the 2022 Action 
Plan and Community Needs. Freelander gave an overview of the program requirements, including a 
five-year strategic plan; annual plans, reports, and certifications; assessment of impediments to Fair 
Housing, citizen partition plan; and federal requirements, the 2022 activities and budget, and citizen 
participation.  

Member Johnson II questioned whether the city council will still be able to vote on the Action Plan when 
there is not a quorum currently for this meeting, which Planner III Anne Catlin confirmed and stated the 
commission had already allocated the funds and recommended the plan to council. Catlin added this 
is an opportunity to hear any comments from the public.  No members of the public commented on 
the plan. 

Senate Bill 5561 Phase I Application Evaluation 12:15 p.m. 
Catlin explained a phase 1 application was sent out to all parties who might apply for funding. Due to 
a lack of quorum, discussion about the first round of applications was tabled. Catlin stated staff will be 
asking the city council if they still approve of the general process at the June 22 meeting. 

Johnson II, speaking as the mayor, stated this commission is most suited to make the final 
recommendation to the city council and will look to the commission if there are questions.  

Catlin said if homelessness is a major issue to the council, she will suggest a council work session with 
housing partners to discuss what the City can do to develop a plan around homelessness.  

Johnson II asked if the commission had the first round of applications, which Catlin confirmed. 
Johnson II mentioned the high amount of funds requested by applicants. Catlin stated there is a lot of 
demand for the funding; and the City can let the League of Oregon Cities lobbyist know so they can 
lobby the legislature for more money.  

The commission reached a quorum at 12:22 p.m. 

Member Murphy noticed applicants who do not provide homeownership options tended to receive a 
lower score, which puts shelters and transitional housing at a disadvantage and that some applicants 
requested substantial funding amounts, so the commission would have to come up with some serious 
priorities. Murphy stated she would want to know the applicant’s readiness to proceed and whether 
their project could be completed if they were to receive less funding than what they requested. Catlin 
noted also finding the discrepancy in scoring if the applicant didn’t provide homeownership. Catlin 
expressed that the commission could identify priorities for the next round of applications. Catlin 
explained the scoring criteria could be amended based on the commission and council’s input for the 
second phase of applications.  
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Member Blaisdell questioned whether staff had sent out the phase I application, which Freelander 
confirmed. Catlin added the applications and scoring sheet are provided in the agenda packet for the 
commission’s review. Catlin stated there were eight applications totaling around $3.6 million from a 
variety of housing agencies.  

Freelander presented the evaluation sheet that was provided in the agenda packet.  

Blaisdell spoke of Albany Helping Hands being the only applicant that identified being able to help sex 
offenders and inquired whether that would be a reasonable addition to the priority needs evaluation to 
which Catlin answered saying sex offenders are included in the list of helping the unhoused, housing 
insecure.  

Blaisdell spoke of the housing restrictions for sex offenders and the large population of sex offenders 
in Oregon. Johnson II added that sex offenders cannot cohabitate with others. Discussion ensued 
regarding sex offenders being housing insecure and there not usually being a next step for them 
regarding transitional housing.   

Johnson II asked the commission their thoughts on the grant percentage to total project cost. 
Discussion ensued regarding the percentages.  

Murphy stated there needs to be a separate discussion about the sex offender population.  

Discussion ensued regarding how the applications were scored between commissioners and changing 
priorities on the evaluation sheet.  

Johnson II questioned what the homeownership structure would look like and how agencies will handle 
what individuals do with their homes once they have purchased them. Catlin suggested adding this 
question to the application. 

Member Nappa stated stable housing is the more immediate need instead of homeownership and that 
providing homeownership should not score additional points. Murphy agreed and spoke of breaking 
down the scoring sheet in a way that provides a mix of applicants that can cover multiple priorities 
needed.  

Catlin asked if there was interest in setting a maximum amount. Murphy suggested a maximum of 
$250,000. Although, there was support for larger awards for those building new dwellings. Nappa 
suggested adding a scoring criterion for cost per housing unit added.  

Catlin explained Jackson Street Youth’s project had already been completed and there would need to 
be a decision as to whether the commission can fund an already completed project. There was a 
consensus not to fund already completed projects.  

Davis spoke of being in favor of scoring applications that provide stable housing. Blaisdell agreed.  

Johnson II requested more clarification for what DevNW has done in Albany and if the previous funds 
they’ve received has been used in Albany, which Catlin confirmed saying it was for home repair of 
existing Albany homes. Murphy spoke of the DevNW application not checking multiple boxes on the 
application.  

Nappa disagreed with scoring projects with longer completion timelines lower. Nappa explained that 
with of the state of the construction industry and what the pandemic has done to labor shortages, the 
construction timelines are realistic, and there will still be homelessness issues in the future, so if they 
aren’t funded now, the issues will be harder later. Nappa expressed a desire to not focus on quicker 
band aid solutions, and instead, help actual construction of homes that will be part of the housing stock. 
Murphy agreed but also added funding projects that have a 12-18 month timeline can help lead to 
more funding in the future. Murphy and Nappa discussed the applicants who are still looking for land 
to build homes.  
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Murphy suggested adding an 18 month maximum timeline, $300,000 maximum funding, 50 percent or 
less of the total project cost, and showing a true gap in funding. Johnson II spoke of meeting with the 
governor in August and requesting $1 million from the state for addressing homelessness.  

Blaisdell spoke of homelessness and the lack of affordable housing being two different problems and 
questioned whether the application is too broad, and the commission has spread too thin to solve both 
problems. Johnson II answered saying the commission isn’t trying to solve the problem, but this is a 
step in the process to resolution. Catlin added the two issues are related in that there are people living 
in the shelters that need a specific type of housing, and they can’t get into them because it doesn’t 
exist.  

Blaisdell questioned if it was more important to transition someone living paycheck to paycheck into 
homeownership, or to help someone who is homeless and at an emergency shelter into permanent 
housing, or to have a houseless person moved to a shelter or transitional housing. There was interest 
in supporting a variety of housing needs. Catlin spoke of using the funds to help complete projects that 
will help towards fixing the homelessness and affordable housing issues.  

Catlin articulated that the council would provide input for the priorities as well, and, with any revisions, 
the applicants will be asked to reapply using a more extensive application. Blaisdell suggested having 
the applicant’s use a scale that identifies which areas will be addressed. Catlin explained the applicant’s 
might not be helping every category of an area, but there are a lot of different types of needs.  

Minutes  1:29 p.m. 
Motion: Commissioner Alex Johnson II moved to approve the May 16, 2022, minutes as presented. 
Commissioner Kenny Larson seconded the motion, which passed 6-0. 

Business from the Public 1:30 p.m. 
Bryan Decker with CHANCE stated they appreciated the discussion and passion of the commission for 
serving the homeless and those suffering from drug addiction and other disabilities. Decker also stated 
they are wanting to see needs the community has. Catlin asked what CHANCE see as the greatest need 
to help people with those next steps to which Decker answered saying transitional housing is the 
bottleneck currently.  

Blaisdell asked Decker if there is permanent supportive housing to which Decker and Catlin answered 
saying there are programs that provide that type of housing.  

2022 Program Year Schedule 1:33 p.m. 
Freelander presented the agenda item and gave a broad overview of the timelines for topics. Catlin 
added at the next meeting on July 18, 2022, the commission will start sorting out the timeline.  

Business from the Commission 1:35 p.m. 
None. 

Next Meeting Date 
The next regularly scheduled meeting is Monday, July 18, 2022. 

Adjournment  
Hearing no further business, staff adjourned the meeting at 1:37 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,     Reviewed by, 

 

Jessica Valentino     Beth Freelander 
Administrative Assistant I    Planner II 

*Documents discussed at the meeting that are not in the agenda packet are archived in the record. The documents are 
available by emailing cdaa@cityofalbany.net. 
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