
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

 

MINUTES 
July 18, 2022 

12:00 p.m. 
Hybrid – Council Chambers 
Approved: August 15, 2022 

Call to Order 
Staff called the meeting to order at 12:01 p.m. 

Roll Call 
Members present: Alex Johnson II, Josiah Blaisdell, Steph Nappa, Melissa Murphy, Kenny 

Larson, and JoAnn Miller 

Members absent: Blanca Ruckert, Robyn Davis, Courtney Stubbs, and Roosevelt Gray 

Minutes  12:02 p.m. 
Motion: Commissioner Alex Johnson II moved to approve the June 20, 2022, minutes as presented. 
Commissioner Josiah Blaisdell seconded the motion, which passed 6-0. 

Senate Bill 5561 Phase II Application 12:03 p.m. 
Planner II Beth Freelander presented the agenda item.  

Blaisdell spoke of the 80 percent median income listing family sizes up to eight, but the average family 
size in Albany is three. Blaisdell questioned whether 80 percent of the median income is for a large 
family to which Freelander answered saying the median income changes as the household size changes. 
Blaisdell followed with asking if the application should specifically mention a family size of three, which 
Planner III Anne Catlin answered saying there are households of different sizes, and it is standard table 
that is used by affordable housing providers. Freelander added it mainly used as an eligibility criteria.  

Freelander shared that the second-round application was provided to the first round of applicants and 
clarification given to Jackson Street Youth.   

Murphy thanked staff for their work.  

Fair Housing Planning, Consolidated Five-Year Planning, and 2022 Program Year Schedule 12:07 p.m. 
Freelander presented a PowerPoint* and gave an overview of the Consolidated Five-Year Plan, Fair 
Housing Plan, and their timelines. Catlin spoke of the Consolidated Plan timeline and requested any 
input from the commission. 

Johnson II requested the commission receive presentations and other materials prior to the meeting.  

Catlin spoke about the commission viewing the previous Consolidated Five-Year Plan and Fair Housing 
Plan to get a sense of information that is needed for these plans and how the commission could help 
staff make priorities for the next five years.  

Blaisdell noticed that the need for housing for sex offenders was not a priority in the previous 
Consolidated Plan. Blaisdell suggested asking agencies about the needs and barriers to providing 
services or housing to sex offenders during agency consultations. Freelander said that could be done 
and suggested including a question on a public outreach survey. Freelander added saying additional 
needs and goals could be potentially added but the needs and goals still need to be aligned with what 
the program can address. Catlin explained the goals and objectives for the Plan are general, allowing 
for flexibility, but could be more specific.  

Blaisdell mentioned sex offenders not being included in the definition of “special needs”. Catlin 
explained the funds can only be used to help low- or moderate-income and special needs individuals, 
and the funds might not be the right match, but if they happen to be of low- or moderate-income, they 
can be served. Catlin added there are national objectives that need to be met and it could be 
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challenging to serve some needs that are identified. Freelander added there are some populations that 
are presumed to be low- or moderate-income that might not explicitly include sex offenders, but also 
don’t exclude them.  

Blaisdell stated speaking with the youth shelter and how they don’t allow youth who are pending 
adjudication for a sex offense to stay in the shelter. Blaisdell spoke of how landlords can demand 
families to kick their kids out or leave. Freelander stated that could be beneficial information to collect 
and include in the Consolidated Plan.  

Catlin and Freelander requested input from the commission on how to include certain communities for 
outreach for the Plans. Blaisdell suggested the seniors and retirement community in North Albany.  

Freelander questioned if there are topics of interest that are priorities for asking the public their 
feedback or opinions related to the needs for low- or moderate-income individuals. Johnson II stated 
seniors or low-income seniors that are in shelters or about to be in shelters. Larson added childcare for 
low-income families, which Murphy agreed. Catlin added there could be a way to help someone start a 
daycare business and providing funding for through economic development for that type of public 
service.  

Larson questioned whether the commission could work with schools or the school foundation to help 
CDBG funds go farther. Murphy answered saying there are other groups in Oregon who are focusing 
on it but there are still not an answer yet on how to help. Larson asked whether there is an option for 
those groups to come together to discuss the issues to which Catlin added that United Way was 
convening a group of childcare providers during the pandemic, and maybe they can reconvene the 
group.  

Nappa commented on considering household transportation costs and affordable transportation 
options. Larson added general economic development, and Murphy added access to services are 
important and suggested getting more transportation needs data.  

Blaisdell spoke of child neglect being a big issue and should be identified as a need. Larson agreed and 
stated how childcare also ties into transportation issues. Murphy added child neglect is included in the 
Consolidated Plan, though not specifically called out. Catlin also added that the Consolidated Plan has 
a lot of sections that need to be completed so information is coming from agencies that are providing 
services to address existing needs, so it would be hard to focus in on where the CDBG dollars fit in and 
ways to fill a gap in funding, resources, or services from agencies.  

Blaisdell asked whether the City uses social media. Freelander answered saying staff was already 
speaking with the City’s communications team about exploring survey tools for public outreach. 
Blaisdell and Larson stated the ads feature will help with seeing how far the content reaches.  

Business from the Public 12:53 p.m. 
None. 

Business from the Commission 12:53 p.m. 
Johnson II asked about questions from Councilor Novak being answered to which Catlin stated the 
presentation for the public hearing answered those questions, but staff can reach out. Catlin suggested 
having a work session with the council to discuss priority needs. Freelander added the comments from 
Councilor Novak for the phase II applications were reflected in the updated application.  

Blaisdell brought up the restriction for when people can apply for assistance for citizens whose utilities 
are shut off. Catlin answered saying the community development department doesn’t handle those 
applications, but could try and follow up with an answer.  

Larson added Pew Research is a good source for data on the user demographics of different social 
media platforms.  
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Next Meeting Date 
The next regularly scheduled meeting is Monday, August 15, 2022. 

Adjournment  
Hearing no further business, staff adjourned the meeting at 12:58 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,     Reviewed by, 

 

 

Jessica Valentino     Beth Freelander 
Administrative Assistant I    Planner II 

*Documents discussed at the meeting that are not in the agenda packet are archived in the record. The documents are 
available by emailing cdaa@cityofalbany.net. 

Signature on file Signature on file
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