
 
LANDMARKS COMMISSION 

AGENDA 
 

cityofalbany.net 
   

Wednesday, June 1, 2022 
6:00 p.m. 

This meeting includes in-person and virtual participation. 
Albany City Council Chambers 

333 Broadalbin Street SW 
Or join the meeting here: 

https://council.cityofalbany.net/groups/lac/zoom 
You can use your microphone or dial in using your phone. 
Call: +1 (253) 215-8782 (long distance charges may apply) 

Meeting Id: 891-3470-9381 Passcode: 530561 
Please be respectful and help the meeting to proceed efficiently by refraining from applause, cheering, displaying signs, 
or other disruptions. Presenters and members of the public participating virtually will keep microphones muted and 
cameras off. If a participant disrupts the meeting, the participant’s microphone and camera will be turned off. If 
disruption continues, the participant will be removed from the meeting. 

1. Call to Order and Pledge of Allegiance  (Thomson) 

2. Roll Call   

3. Approval of May 4, 2022, minutes. 

4. Business from the Public  
Persons wanting to provide comments may: 

1- Email written comments to cdaa@cityofalbany.net, including your name, before noon on 
the day of the meeting. 

2- To comment virtually during the meeting, register by emailing cdaa@cityofalbany.net  
before noon on the day of the meeting, with your name. The chair will call upon those 
who have registered to speak.  

3- Appear in person at the meeting and register to speak. 

5. Business from the Commission     (Thomson) 

6. Business from Staff   

7. Next Meeting Date: Wednesday, July 6, 2022  (Thomson) 

8. Adjournment  (Thomson) 

This meeting is accessible to the public via video connection. The location for in-person attendance is 
accessible to people with disabilities. If you have a disability that requires accommodation, please notify city 

staff at least 48 hours in advance of the meeting at: cdaa@cityofalbany.net or call 541-917-7550 

Testimony provided at the meeting is part of the public record. Meetings are recorded, capturing both 
in-person and virtual participation, and are posted on the City website. 

https://council.cityofalbany.net/groups/lac/zoom
tel:+14086503123,,368235021
mailto:cdaa@cityofalbany.net
mailto:cdaa@cityofalbany.net
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LANDMARKS COMMISSION 

 

MINUTES 
May 4, 2022 

6:00 p.m. 
Hybrid – Council Chambers 

Approved:  DRAFT 

Call to Order 
Chair Jolene Thomson called the meeting to order at 6:05 p.m. 

Pledge of Allegiance  6:05 p.m. 

Roll Call 
Members present:  Jim Jansen, Chad Robinson, Rayne Legras, Jolene Thomson, and Oscar Hult. 
 
Members absent:  Bill Ryals. 

Approval of March 2, 2022, Minutes 6:07 p.m. 
Motion: Commissioner Oscar Hult moved to approve the March 2, 2022, minutes as presented. 
Commissioner Rayne Legras seconded the motion, which passed 5-0. 

Business from the Public 6:08 p.m. 
Socorro Benitez, with assistance from Planning Supervisor David Martineau, spoke to the commission 
about his property at 529 Jefferson Street SE, Albany, OR 97321 that was formerly a church and involved 
in a compliance case in 2020 due to work Mr. Benitez had done without knowing it was a historic 
property. Martineau explained Mr. Benitez is wanting to convert the property into a residence and will 
be bringing plans before the commission. Martineau stated Mr. Benitez is willing to restore what was 
removed and make the structure look as original as possible.   

Commissioner Jim Jansen questioned if this will be something the commission will see later on and the 
address of the property, which Martineau confirmed and provided the address.  

Brian Decker (2658 Windmill Court S, Salem, OR 97306) and Project Manager Clinton Kendall 
(14370 Skelton Road SE, Jefferson, OR 97352) with CHANCE presented the commission with updates 
on their current project at 238 Third Avenue SE, Albany, OR 97321. Mr. Decker spoke of the 
improvements they are wanting to perform involving removing the steeple to re-roof the property and 
are seeking advice on the procedures before they start improvements to avoid any damage or 
deterioration.  

Commissioner Oscar Hult asked if the intent is to remove the steeple temporarily, which Mr. Decker 
confirmed. Mr. Decker said he is looking at federal grants to perform the improvements.  

Community Development Director Matthew Ruettgers spoke of the procedures during business from 
the public so as to avoid the commission providing guidance or direction. Ruettgers explained staff 
could help Mr. Decker and Mr. Kendall with any guidance they may need.  

Commissioner Hult asked about the use for the property and the timeline of the project to which Mr. 
Decker said they will be working on it as fast as they can get the funds and the property would be used 
for community groups. 

Executive Director Lisa Grato (220 7th Avenue SW, Albany, OR 97321) of the Albany Downtown 
Association provided the commission with the May newsletter and spoke of Albany Alley that will be 
opening soon, the dumpster art that will be done by Albany high school students, and an article about 
the dedication Commissioner Hult has invested into the community.    
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Public Hearing HI-04-22, Historic Review of Exterior Alterations and Substitute Materials  
Chair Jolene Thomson Opened the Public Hearing 6:24 p.m. 

Commissioner Declarations 6:24 p.m. 
No member declared a conflict of interest or ex parte contact. Chair Thomson and Commissioner Chad 
Robinson made a site visit. No additional commissioner declared a site visit. No commissioner chose to 
abstain, and no one present challenged the declarations. 

Staff Report 6:26 p.m. 
Planning Supervisor David Martineau read the procedure for the meeting and Community Development 
Director Matthew Ruettgers delivered the staff report*.  

Questions from the Commission 6:38 p.m. 
Commissioner Jim Jansen asked about the window being included, which Ruettgers confirmed.  

Testimony from the Applicant 6:39 p.m. 
Applicants, Amy and Dan Steele, thanked the Community Development staff for their work and are 
happy to answer any questions the commission may have.  

Jansen questioned if the reveal, framing, and windows would match the rest of the house, which Mr. 
Steele confirmed.  

Hult complimented the applicants on their application.  

Testimony in Favor 6:41 p.m. 
None. 

Testimony Against 6:41 p.m. 
None. 

Neutral Testimony 6:41 p.m. 
None. 

Applicant Rebuttal 6:41 p.m. 
None. 

Staff Response 6:41 p.m. 
None. 

Procedural Questions 6:41 p.m. 
Commissioner Hult questioned whether the written testimony needed to be read to which Martineau 
stated the written testimony has already been submitted into the record, so it carries equal weight even 
if it’s not read during the meeting.  

Chair Jolene Thomson Closed the Public Hearing 6:42 p.m. 

Discussion 6:42 p.m. 
None.  

Motion: Commissioner Jansen moved to approve the use of substitute material and exterior alterations 
with conditions of approval as noted in the staff report for application planning file no. HI-04-22. This 
motion is based on the findings and conclusions in the April 19, 2022, staff report and findings in 
support of the application made by the Landmarks Commission during deliberations on this matter. 
Commissioner Hult seconded the motion, which passed 5-0. 

Business from the Commission 6:44 p.m. 
Chair Thomson spoke of Historic Preservation Month coming up and that it was difficult not having an 
April commission meeting in order to plan a Landmarks Commission-affiliated event. 
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Commissioner Hult asked if there would be historic awards this year, which Ruettgers said that would 
be discussed during business from staff. 

Business from Staff 6:45 p.m. 
Martineau spoke the staffing shortage the Planning Division has been experiencing and the hiring of 
two planners, one being an historic planner.  

Ruettgers reiterated the staffing shortage and there are plans to participate in Historic Preservation 
Month, but it will be late. Ruettgers mentioned during the city council meeting on May 11, City Manager 
Peter Troedsson will be talking about the Cumberland Church.  

Chair Thomson asked whether or not the City is helping finance the Cumberland Church to which 
Ruettgers answered saying he was unsure but could report back to the commission with information.  

Commissioner Jansen mentioned a scavenger hunt Commissioner Hult is putting on and the historic 
summer tour the Albany Downtown Association will be having.  

Hult spoke on where to buy tickets for the scavenger hunt and other events taking place during the 
month. 

Next Meeting Date 
The next regularly scheduled meeting is on Wednesday, June 1, 2022. 

Adjournment  
Hearing no further business, Thomson adjourned the meeting at 6:53 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,     Reviewed by, 
 
 
 
Jessica Valentino     David Martineau 
Administrative Assistant I    Planning Supervisor 
 
 

*Documents discussed at the meeting that are not in the agenda packet are archived in the record. The documents 
are available by emailing cdaa@cityofalbany.net. 
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