
 

PUBLIC SAFETY COMMISSION 
 

   
 

MINUTES 

Wednesday, August 3, 2022 

7:00 p.m. 

Albany Fire Department Station 11  

Approved: 10/19/2022 

CALL TO ORDER 
 
The meeting was called to order at 7:02 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
 
Commissioners present:   Erik Anderson, Evan Church, Pat Kidd, Adam Brenneman  
 
Commissioners absent:   Cynthia Greene, Nicholas Fowler, Kevin Kreitman, 
 
Staff present:    Marcia Harnden, Police Chief; Shane Wooton, Fire Chief; Shelby Draper,             

Administrative Assistant I 
    
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
MOTION 
The minutes of June 1, 2022 was approved. 
 
DEPARTMENT REPORTS 
Fire Update – Shane Wooton  
Chief Wooton presented the group with the department report comparing the last three fiscal years. Chief 
shared that the department has had a record amount of response calls this fiscal year, 11,291. The top five 
increase response calls were sick person, breathing problems due to increased COVID variants, unknown 
medical problems, unconscious/fainting, interfacility transfers, and overdoses. Chief said the department has 
changed the procedure for burn complaint calls. They now only respond to summertime or high fire danger 
times when a burn complaint is called in. In the off season, DEQ will be responsible for responding to those 
calls to help free up engines and personnel.  
 
Chief Wooton talked about the high demand for service compared to the amount of fire fighter personnel. 
Chief said with the increases in call volume, personnel are getting worn down more because of the number of 
calls they respond to. With hospitals having increased amounts of patients, medic units are having to keep 
patients on the gurney for hours at a time until an emergency room bed becomes available.  
 
Chief discussed the departments concurrent incidents. Chief stated that 28% of the time the department has 
three or more incidents occurring at the same time. So, when the emergency tones go off for an incident, there 
are already three or more emergency calls happening at the same time. Chief said that response times for 
emergent calls has remained steady but the response times for structure fires has increased. The reasoning is 
that the number of medical calls the department is responding to is limiting the number of fire fighters that are 
available to staff an engine and respond to a fire call which in turn makes a station respond who may be further 
away. Chief reviewed the fire and life safety evaluations for the year.  
 
Chief discussed department projects that are currently taking place. Chief said over the weekend, station 15 in 
Millersburg held the grand opening. Lots of community members attended both the formal ceremony as well 
as the kids and family events. The fire union reached a settlement after a year of bargaining. Chief gave a brief 
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summary of the new contract. Chief said they are hiring four fire fighters. Chief shared that on Friday the 
department sent a brush rig to respond to a conflagration as well a task force leader to the California wildfires. 
Typically, wildfire responses keep personnel for a two-week time period. A question was asked regarding the 
increase in medical calls, if the call is contributed to any certain demographic? Chief said looking at the calls, as 
the city grows the citizens just call 911 more frequently. There are and could be lots of contributing factors in 
this with assisted living, homelessness, etc.  An additional question was asked regarding the union, if there is a 
set number of hours a fire fighter can work in a given week or day? Chief said the union does not determine 
that, BOLI does. And with fire fighters, they are 7k exempt which is a law that sets the number of hours a fire 
fighter can work. Fire fighters can work up to 53 hours a work week without being paid overtime.  
 
Police Update – Marcia Harnden 
Chief Harnden presented the group with a department flyer. Chief said that the quarterly report was just 
published on our website. A lot of information can be found on our website such as use of force reports, 
quarterly reports, and department stats. Chief said last evening was the community national night out event. 
There were about 30 neighborhoods that took part.  
 
Chief shared that the community academy is coming up and available for sign up. A commission member 
pointed out that it was great and a lot of fun. Chief said the coffee with a cop that took place at the farmers 
market was a huge success with lots of community presence. There will be another coffee with a cop event in 
September. Chief said having the event at the farmers market gives the community an opportunity to attend 
that may not be able to attend the prior weekday events.  
 
Chief discussed the quarterly crime stats. Chief said year to year the department is seeing double digit increases 
in crime activity. Chief said the department is seeing an increase in the number of homicides per year with crime 
up across the country. Chief shared some of the crimes that are seeing both increases and decreases compared 
to last year. Chief discussed senate bill 48, which takes place in July. This bill basically takes away control from 
the jail as to which inmates stay in jail. The intent is to lower the jail population, especially the lower crime level 
incidents. Which in turn is having the reverse effect. Chief said calls for service are continuing to increase.  
 
Chief said the department is still hiring but has candidates in the process to reach higher staffing levels. Chief 
said every vacancy the department has, there is a candidate name attached to that spot. Chief met with the city   
Manager and got approval for over hiring.  
 
Chief talked about the overdose rates that the department is seeing. This number is alarming and continuing to 
increase. Chief said in the last three years combined number of overdose deaths were seven, so far this year for 
just 2021 there has been seven overdose deaths. The department has taken part in a federally provided program 
called ODMaps that tracks all overdose incidents. A question was asked regarding an incident in their 
neighborhood, a person walking down the street unclothed where law enforcement can’t intervein. Chief said 
there has to be a gesture along with the public indecency.  
 
GOOD OF ORDER 
 
NEXT MEETING DATE: 
The next meeting will be August 3, 2022, at the Albany Police Department. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
Meeting adjourned at 7:58 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Shelby Draper       
Administrative Assistant  


