
 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

AGENDA 
 

cityofalbany.net 
   

Monday, February 13, 2023 
Noon-1:00 p.m. 

This meeting includes in-person and virtual participation. 
Santiam Room 

333 Broadalbin Street SW  
Or join the meeting here: 

https://council.cityofalbany.net/groups/cdc/zoom 
You can use your microphone or dial in using your phone. 

Phone: 1 (253) 215-8782 (Long distance charges may apply) 
Meeting ID: 894 5923 3401; Passcode: 498781 

1. Call to Order  (Chair) 

2. Roll Call  (Staff) 

3. Approval of the Minutes        (Chair) 

a. January 30, 2023 

4. Scheduled Business  (Staff) 
a. Applicant Presentations 
b. Application Evaluation     

 
5. Business from the Public  (Chair) 

Persons wanting to provide comments may: 
1. Email written comments to cdaa@cityofalbany.net, including your name, before noon on the day of the 

meeting. 
2. To comment virtually during the meeting, register by emailing cdaa@cityofalbany.net  before noon on 

the day of the meeting, with your name. The chair will call upon those who have registered to speak.  
3. Appear in person at the meeting and register to speak. 

6. Business from the Commission (Chair) 

7. Next Meeting Date: February 27, 2023 

8. Adjournment 

This meeting is accessible to the public via video connection. The location for in-person attendance is accessible 
to people with disabilities. If you have a disability that requires accommodation, please notify city staff at least 

48-hours in advance of the meeting at: cdaa@cityofalbany.net or call 541-917-7550. 

Testimony provided at the meeting is part of the public record. Meetings are recorded, capturing both in-
person and virtual participation, and are posted on the City’s website. 

https://council.cityofalbany.net/groups/cdc/zoom
tel:+15713173122,,766287781
mailto:cdaa@cityofalbany.net
mailto:cdaa@cityofalbany.net
mailto:cdaa@cityofalbany.net


 
COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION 

 

MINUTES 
January 30, 2023 

12:00 p.m. 
Hybrid – Santiam Room 

Approved: DRAFT 
Call to Order 
Vice Chair Davis called the meeting to order at 12:00 p.m. 

Roll Call 
Members present: Robyn Davis, Alex Johnson II, John Robledo, Melissa Murphy, JoAnn Miller, Bessie 

Johnson, Courtney Stubbs, Kristen Brooks, Jim Cole 

Members absent: None 

Approval of Minutes 12:02 p.m. 

Motion: Commissioner Johnson II moved to approve the January 9, 2023, meeting minutes as written.  
Commissioner Miller seconded the motion which passed unanimously. 

Scheduled Business: 12:03 p.m. 

• Applicant Presentations 

Planner Beth Freelander introduced Tami Speten and Patty Shulele with the Mid-Willamette YMCA.  Speten 
explained the intent for the submitted application is to reestablish scholarship funds for the Early Learning Center 
(ELC).   

Speten shared current challenges being faced by many families and why there is such a need for dependable and 
safe childcare causing the necessity for these scholarship funds. 

Commissioner Stubbs questioned if Mighty Explorers Preschool was associated with the YMCA, which Speten 
confirmed that it was. 

Speten explained that their goal is to keep kids in care and shared the importance maintaining regular care and 
not having breaks in care based on a family’s ability to pay. 

Commissioners Johnson and Stubbs inquired about capacity numbers which Speten clarified. 

Commissioner Murphy thanked YMCA for their work and the opportunities that they offer. 

Various commissioners inquired about funding specifics related to the Grant Request, which Speten answered. 

Freelander next introduced Oregon Cascades West Council of Governments, Program Manager Alicia Lucke, who 
is applying for funds for their Senior Companions Program. This program serves predominately individuals 65 
years of age and older who are City residents.   

Lucke explained that this program aids individuals with activities of daily living, who do not qualify for Ride Line 
and cannot afford private pay and need an hour or two of volunteer service to be able to age in place. 

Lucke explained the grant amounts being requested and where those funds would be allocated. 

Commissioner Johnson II questioned if there would be an increase in the number of individuals served, which 
Lucke responded that they are anticipating increases everywhere. 

Commissioner Robledo asked about why these individuals wouldn’t qualify for Ride line, which Lucke addressed. 
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Commissioner Stubbs inquired about the number of individuals served, which Lucke responded that they estimate 
14-20 clients this coming year and estimate that they spend one to two days with these individuals per week. 

Commissioner Murphy provided some additional clarifying information. 

Freelander next introduced Carol Davies with C.O.A.T. which is the outreach arm of the Creating Housing Coalition.   

Davies introduced major partners Chance and Community Services Consortium, who go out into the community 
four days a week and serve people who are unhoused, and housing unstable.  This includes all the parks and 
camping areas in Albany, referrals from people living in vehicles, as well as the Interstate 5 rest area whose majority 
of people served are from Albany. 

Davies shared that while doing this work that they have discovered a gap in services to community members who 
need specific resources that are not covered by any of the area agencies. 

Davies explained the “Flex Fund” that she is proposing would provide funding for things not covered by any other 
area agencies such as rides not otherwise covered, minor vehicle repairs, application fees and as well as pet security 
deposits. 

Program provides intensive case management services, and Davies shared that they were able to place 14 high 
risk individuals into housing that would not have been able to get into housing otherwise.   

Next, Freelander introduced Lauren Winchester with Jackson Street Youth Services, who serve youth who are 
homeless or at risk of homelessness in Albany, offering a continuum of care to meet youth needs. 

The ultimate goal, Winchester explained, is family unification when that’s a safe and stable option, or providing 
the skills youth need to live sufficiently on their own as independent adults when they get to that stage. 

Winchester shared that they have had an outreach center since 2015, a recently renovated shelter, as well as some 
new transitional housing that they are breaking ground on this month.  The funds being applied for are for 
additional staff personnel. 

Commissioner Johnson II inquired what the current staffing level is, to which Winchester replied that they are 
staffed to regulations but are actively hiring. 

Commissioner Cole asked about the personnel funding being requested and if was position specific.  Winchester 
provided that it is for case managers, shelter managers, facility managers and a mental health therapist. 

Commissioner Davis asked if the $750k activities cost was for entire staffing plan, or just the expansion of the 
staffing plan.  Winchester replied that she believes that is the amount needed to operate at fully expanded staffing.  
Davis also inquired what kind of impact the $30k funding being requested would have, which Winchester 
addressed. 

Freelander lastly introduced Michelle Robinson with Furniture Share.  Robinson shared that one in three people 
living in Albany are living in furniture poverty, and shared some of the essential furniture pieces that many are 
living without. 

Robinson shared that they are asking for $35k in funds to help serve those in need, and shared the impact that 
these funds could have in providing furniture as well as food boxes to these individuals. 

Robinson shared specific costs and dollar amounts that would be needed to achieve these goals, and shared how 
clients are referred to their organization. 

Next, Robinson explained the process of how furniture is obtained and the steps that are involved in getting these 
items to the individuals in need. 
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Commissioner Davis inquired about the eligibility/frequency for individuals to receive the food boxes containing 
fresh fruits and vegetables, which Robinson explained were available every Friday. 

Commissioner Miller had a question regarding the budget and how it connects to the funds being asked, which 
Robinson explained. 

Member Johnson asked about utilization of services provide by Furniture Share, which Robinson clarified. 

Freelander reintroduced setting goals and priorities from the January 9, 2023 meeting.   

Freelander shared Goals that had been drafted from the previous meeting discussions. 

Commissioner Johnson inquired how individuals were notified of the CBDG funds available, which Freelander 
addressed.  

Commissioners and staff discussed historic fair housing efforts, and where those would be addressed within goals. 

Business from the Public 1:01 p.m. 
None. 

Business From the Commission 1:02 p.m. 

Commission members and staff all did personal introduction for new members. 

Nomination: Member Johnson II nominated Member Robyn Davis for the position of chair.  Robyn Davis accepted 
the nomination.  There being no other nominations, Robyn Davis was elected to the position of chair with a 9-0 
vote. 

Nomination: Member Johnson II nominated Member Courtney Stubbs for the position of vice chair.  Courtney 
Stubbs accepted the nomination.  There being no other nominations, Courtney Stubbs was elected to the position 
of vice chair with a 9-0 vote. 

Next Meeting Date 
The next regularly scheduled meeting is Monday, February 13, 2023. 

Adjournment 
Chair Davis adjourned the meeting at 1:16 p.m. 
 
Respectfully submitted,     Reviewed by, 

 

 

Kaitlin Martin      Beth Freelander  
Administrative Assistant I    Planner II 
 
 

*Documents discussed at the meeting that are not in the agenda packet are archived in the record. The documents are available 
by emailing cdaa@cityofalbany.net. 

mailto:cdaa@cityofalbany.net


HOUSING DISCRIMINATION SURVEY RESULTS
1.9.23 COMMUNITY DEVELOPMENT COMMISSION MEETING



WHO TOOK THE SURVEY?

 75 respondents, 8 took the survey in Spanish, 54 took the survey in English, 13 were surveyed while riding the bus

 Those surveyed on the bus were asked only select questions due to time constraints.

 Many people skipped the demographic questions

 Of those that did answer:

 83% were not Hispanic and 17% were Hispanic

 94% were white, 11% were American Indian or Alaska Native, 9% were Native Hawaiian or Pacific Islander, 3% were Asian 
and 3% were Black or African American (respondents could select all that applied) 

 Based on household size and income, 32% were very low income (30% or less AMI), 18% were low income (31-50% AMI), 
11% were moderate income (51-80% AMI) and 39% were over moderate income (above 80% AMI)



WHO TOOK THE SURVEY?

 Many people skipped the demographic questions

 The respondent or someone in their household had the following identities or characteristics:

 7% were immigrants

 3% were transgender, gender nonconforming or nonbinary

 10% lesbian, gay, bisexual, asexual or queer

 31% were single parents

 38% were 62 years or older

 55% had a disability 
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CONTRIBUTING FACTORS
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